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WOKING & DISTRICT GROUP NEWSLETTER          July 2015  

Chairman’s Chatter  

The new walks programme for July to October is now up on the Group’s website. Many thanks 

to all members who offered to lead walks for us, and special thanks are due to Malcolm 

Brickwood for once again co-ordinating the process of putting the programme together. We 

would like to see even more members offering to lead. Malcolm & Sylvia Brickwood went on the 

last Surrey Area walks leaders course in May and can highly recommend it. The next course is on 

Tuesday 1st September at Wotton Village Hall and I’m pleased to say that Jayne Ellis is already 

booked on it.  Full details are on the Surrey Area website www.surreyramblers.org.uk. 

Future Attractions 

The weekend away with HF in Lulworth 12-16th October 2015 has 15 members booked. There 

are still places available for anyone who would like to join us.  

The next social walk and lunch is planned for Friday 16th October. There is a 4 mile walk in the 

morning followed by lunch at the Hare and Hounds, Brentmoor Road, West End. Walkers and 

non-walkers are all welcome. Please see the current programme for details. Please ring Jane 

Warner 01932 351589 to book lunch. 

AUTUMN LUNCH 
FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 
Hare and Hounds Pub 

West End 
Surrey GU24 9QG 

 
Walk 4 miles from the pub starting at 10am 

AND/OR 
Come for lunch approx 12.15pm 

Brentmoor Road 
West End 
GU24 9QG 

Please email warnerjane@btinternet.com 
or ring 01932 351589 to book for lunch 

 

http://www.surreyramblers.org.uk/
mailto:warnerjane@btinternet.com
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Another weekend away is in the planning stage again in Dorset but this time in Beaminster not 

far from Bridport. It is pencilled in for Spring 2016. At this stage the weekend is an open book, 

depending who signs up. The walk/activities will be custom planned to suit all. Non walkers will 

find plenty to do and see. 

Beaminster is a prosperous market town with over 200 listed buildings and is a designated 

conservation area. It is surrounded by beautiful countryside and a wealth of good walking. There 

is a great selection of accommodation available from hotels, guesthouses and B&B’s, to suit all 

pockets. 

Current Programme 

BREAKFAST WALK Saturday 22nd August.   
 
The new programme also includes an early morning walk on Saturday 22 August, with breakfast 

afterwards at the Hare & Hounds pub in Brentmoor Road, West End. We’ll be walking in and 

around the heaths and commons in the Donkey Town area. Please let Brian Reader know 7 days 

in advance if you plan to come on the walk so that he can give an idea of numbers to the pub. 

No advance deposit required. 

Past Events 

The Spring Lunch and Walk on the 14th April got the new season off to a cracking start. The 

warm and sunny weather brought out 20 walkers who enjoyed a 5 mile walk led by Jane 

Berriman through the lovely carpets of wild flowers around East Horsley. The William IV pub 

then produced a variety of food to suit all appetites. All in all a good event! 

Website Update 

All the latest news can be found by going to www.ramblers.org.uk/woking-district. 

The latest walks programme and newsletter can be found here. 

Please note that any changes urgent or otherwise will be posted here as well. 

 

Membership Questionnaire February 2015 

This February, Woking Ramblers Committee sent out a questionnaire to its 208 members to see 

if any resolvable reasons could be found to increase the take up of the Walking Programme.  

The Committee were interested to find out why some members attend a small number of walks 

each year, or did not walk with the group at all.  Below are the findings.  At present we get 

between 5 and 15 people on most of our walks.  Other Ramblers groups get many, many more.  

Whilst it is lovely walking with small numbers, there are Woking Group Ramblers who do not 

walk with the group and there may be ways we can encourage more of the membership to walk 

more often. 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/woking-district
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A total of 34 replies were received, with about half of them being returned electronically.  This is 

16% of the membership and is statistically a good result.  Not everyone answered all questions 

and the percentages have been adjusted to respond to replies. 

The make-up of returned forms, in terms of length of membership of Ramblers, was 58% with 

more than 20 years and 24% with less than one year and 18% who have been members 

between the two extremes.  Of the replies, 82% stated that they usually walked regularly with 

or without the Woking Group.  This reduced to 70% who walked regularly with the Woking 

Group and 80% who walked with friends or another group. 

We tried to find out why people did not walk with the Woking Group Programme.  Only 2 replies 

stated ill health/age and a further 2 stating that the walks were not suitable.  The remainder of 

the narrative replies gave some indication as to why people did not walk with the formal group.  

The reasons were very varied and included, amongst others: 

 Being busy, having other commitments, other priorities or clash of activities 

 Body parts playing up, so walk with friends to control the pace of the walk 

 Childcare duties regular and periodic 

 Change in personal circumstances 

 Walks too short or at too slow a pace 

 General inertia 

 Lack of transport 

 Work commitments/shift working 

 Prefer to walk when it is warmer 

To support the Ramblers organisation and to receive Walk Magazine were also stated as reasons 

for being members of Ramblers but not walking with Woking Group.  

The questionnaire then went onto try to find out if the current programme was meeting the 

needs of members.  16% of replies preferred walks longer than 6 miles whilst 24% preferred 

shorter walks with the majority replies to both questions willing to undertake either longer or 

shorter walks sometimes.  There does not appear to be an issue with the locality of the walks 

with 94% stating they were local enough and 90% saying they were not too far from Woking.  

Half of the replies have used the Car Share and everyone found the starting times suitable. 

The final area of the questionnaire was to gain some opinions of walks further afield.  38% of 

replies stated they would be interested in a week away with 41% saying no.  The percentages 

decreased/ increased for the idea of taking a walking trip abroad to 21% liking the idea and 50% 

not wishing to join such a trip. 
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Six people indicated that they would be interested in being a walk leader.  Can those people let 

themselves be known to a walk leader or phone Brian Reader, Chairman on 01483 480651 to 

discuss what is involved and how they can become a walk leader. We would encourage you to 

‘go for it’, as we are sure that you will find the role rewarding. And we need you! 

Conclusion 

The team putting this questionnaire together thought before it was sent, that it is impossible to 

be all things to all people and the results confirm this maxim.  The questionnaire confirmed that 

there is a very wide range of needs amongst its members.  This leads to the conclusion that 

there is a need for more choice and options.  Ideally we need to offer both a long walk and a 

short walk most days.  This will give busy people more choice and hopefully increase the take up 

of members joining walks.  However, to achieve this, Woking Ramblers will need a significant 

increase in the number of people to lead a walk.  The award winning Farnham Group have 

achieved this.  Though as well as more leaders, they have more members and co-ordinators 

than the Woking Group.  So this solution may be an ideal for a little while longer. 

Walking for Health is an important initiative and could be further supported by Woking 

Ramblers and go towards meeting the needs of a maturing membership with increasing health 

issues.  Perhaps the various groups of friends who walk together could be encouraged to take 

part in a Woking Walking Group initiative? 

There is enough interest in testing out further the idea of a Group Holiday away.  The first trip 

for many years is being organised for the end of October 2015.  The success of this will inform 

future ideas.  Any suggestions are very welcome. 

Jane Warner and Sheila Gibson        

 April 2015 

Footpath Secretary’s Report 

Pigeonhouse Bridge (Woking FP82 / Ockham FP5)  

Several members have contacted me about the continuing closure of this bridge on the path 

from the Wey Navigation to Ockham Mill. I was due to have a meeting with James Browne 

(Surrey County Council rights of way officer) on 11 June, but had to miss it at the last moment. I 

have been in touch with James since then about the matter. Members will recall that the bridge 

was seriously damaged and undermined in the floods during the winter of 2013/14. The 

problem has been that SCC has had no funds in their budget for repairing the bridge. The latest 

news is that James is “cautiously optimistic that funding is to be made available during this 

financial year, however no works will commence before 2016”. James also comments that the 

Wisley Golf Course, who have a private bridge over the river just downstream from Pigeonhouse 

Bridge, are not willing to entertain an official diversion across their land to allow members of 

the public to use their bridge. 

SCC RIGHTS OF WAY ANNUAL MAINTENANCE BUDGET 

Bad news here. It has been cut by £125,000 for the current financial year. That is a cut of more 

than 25%. 
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THE BIG PATHWATCH 

The national launch will now be on July 13. There’s a 3-page article about it in the summer 

edition of Walk magazine. Surrey Area, rather than allocating individual 1km squares, will be 

allocating two 10km squares to each Group. Woking Group has been allocated all paths in the 2 

squares with 4-figure grid reference for SOUTH-WEST corners SU9060 covering West End, 

Bagshot, Chobham Common (but we don’t have to walk any paths in that part of the square 

over the county boundary in Berkshire), and TQ0050 covering Burpham, Woking, Wisley, East 

Horsley.  We have set aside a day in our next walks programme on 23 August when we will 

concentrate on this square. Please do come along to help – it’s fun and rewarding. The project is 

different from that in 2006 as it will not only involve walking all rights of way on the definitive 

map but also recording their condition e.g. problem stiles. 

SCC PATH PROBLEM REPORTING SYSTEM 

SCC has asked me to let you know that they have a new fancy reporting system on their website. 

There is a map where you can click on footpaths and it then takes you to a reporting page (you 

can use a personal log-in each time so you do not have to re-enter your details.)  The benefit of 

this system is that it maps issues on their internal data management system so they can cluster 

works to be done but, they say more importantly, it will be able to notify you when each issue is 

dealt with. You can request update notifications on some or all of your issues. The link is  

http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-byways-

and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem  

Kindly report any problems you find in the county direct to SCC using this new system. 
An e-mail to me giving brief details would be appreciated too, please 
Brian Reader  
Chairman Woking and District Ramblers 
 
IMPORTANT LATE NEWS: The big news is that the Ramblers have just won a major case 
“Andrews no 2” in the Court of Appeal which will make it easier to claim rights of way based on 

evidence in old Inclosure Awards. This may sound very technical, but for those who are 

interested there is a new article on the Ramblers website www.ramblers.org.uk explaining 
the full significance of the case, complete with a link to the unanimous judgement of the three 
Lords of Appeal. 
 
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays - please remember if booking a holiday with RWH to advise them 

that you are a member of Woking Ramblers and that we are a member of the Walking 

Partnership. This can provide valuable funds for the Group - £20 per member booking for a 

short-haul holiday and £40 for a long-haul holiday. 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company registration 

number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 2
nd

 floor, Camelford 

House. 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW. 

 

http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/

